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Discoverer contained reserve supplies of provisions badly
needed for the home voyage. But the gallant little pinnace
had to be abandoned on the sandbanks off the Orinoko, for
her rudder had received damages which could not be re-
paired. Accordingly, after removing her stores and men,
she was set on fire, so that she might be of no use to the
hated Spaniards. The Darling then sailed off on her soli-
tary homeward voyage, calling first at the island of Tobago.
This was found to be " fertile and plentiful of good things",
but uninhabited by Amerindians, owing to the harassing
attacks of the cannibal Caribs of Dominica. It was
rumoured that the Spaniards were contemplating a settle-
ment. As a matter of fact, Tobago never became Spanish,
but was eventually settled by tjhe Dutch, French, and
Finns of Courland, and was ultimately acquired by Great
Britain.1

Keymis next proceeded to Saint Vincent, one of the
Windward Isles. Here his men attempted to trade for to-
bacco with the Caribs, but found, these cannibals scheming
to lure them on shore so that they might be overcome,
captured, and eaten, a fate which had just befallen "the
whole company of a French ship". One trick of the
cannibals was to receive their foreign visitors with a great
show of courtesy and offer them very low stools to sit on.
As the visitors sat down they were struck on the back of
the neck and killed.

Various troubles and distractions prevented Raleigh
for twenty-one years from prosecuting any farther his
scheme of founding an English settlement on the Orinoko

1 The Dutch had had their thoughts turned towards Guiana before the English*
and, as noted on p. 89, had even attempted to attack the Spanish settlements on
the Orinoko.